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Of all created things the 
‘And most divine ara chi 
-witamy 


A ship caught in a s 
onto a rocl 








The only survivor of the ship wreck 
was washed ashore an island. He 
was surrounded by tribals! 













Don’t worry 


Nothing will 
happen. Just slap TN 


Tribal King hard}, 











A DRESS CODE FOR STUDENTS 
Dear Reader, 

There is a saying in Tamil : “fifty percent 
‘man; fifty percent dress!” What it means is that 
itis the attire which makes the first impression 
which should be the best impression. A flashy, 
costly dress is not necessary. But one should al- 
ways choose an attractive, suitable attire for him- 
self and needless to say, it should be clean and 
well pressed, A neatly dressed person will be wel: 
comed wherever he goes while a shabbily dressed 
person will be shunned, 





Recently there 
has been a contro- 
versy about the dress 
wom by Sania Mirza 
oon the tennis court 
While we need not 
enter into an argu- 
ment, it should be 
recognized that the 
attire should be help- 
ful to play the game 
with ease and com- 
fort, If champion of our country should lose a 
‘match because of some dress regulation, that 
Would indeed be a sorry day for our sports 





‘That brings us to another subject » Should 
there be a dress regulation for college students? 
Any regulation when imposed creates resistance. 
On the other hand, if a vice-chancellor proposes 
a uniform for all his university students as well 
as the teaching staff to create a sense of equality 
and comaradetie, and calls for an opinion poll, 
I'm sure that a majority of students will vote for 
his proposal! 








- Editor 
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Prize Winning Story 


Jay ran into his father’s study 
thouting “Daddy I am bored with 
schoo!” Ajay's Dad who was a scien- 
tist and CEO of “IPL - Indo Pharma 
Limited” smiled at his son and said 
“Ajay, [have come up with a special 
syrup. If you just take one spoon, you 
would enter my body and become 
‘Daddy”. Icould enter your body and 
become “Ajay”. However this change 
would work for only twenty four 
hours. 

Ajay was fascinated with the idea 
‘That evening Ajay drank the syrup and 
became ‘Daddy’ and *Daddy" became 
Ajay. 





























Ajay, now the CE of 
IPL walked majestically 
but bumped into his maid 
servant. For an instant he forgot his 
new form and cried *Yip-yip-yippie’, 
as usual, The servant maid, not know- 
ing it was Ajay, screamed and brought 
the roof down, 

Ajay, walked into the kitchen, and 





found his adorable Mom, making 
chappathis. He hugged her as usual. 
Ajay’s mom instanly fainted for she 
did not know of the ‘mix up’ 

‘The servants chuckled as they 


TN ‘rinkied wateron her torevive her 


Ajay gleefully got up next 
morning. He need not go to schol 
He was even more amazed to see his 
daddy winkin; 
uniform! 


at him in his scheol 


Ajay’s mom was feeding 
morning breakfast to 
Ajay's Daddy thinking 
it was Ajay. 


Ajay felt ‘super 
coo!" as he entensd 

his office in a 
suit with a 
matching tie 

do was 
BPleased to find 











IGH A WHILE CONTEST: 


a TV in his room, He at once decided 
to watch the thrilling Indo-Srilanka 
match, Mr. Dev entered. Mr. Dev, Ajay 
knew, was a scientist like his Dad, and 
was always stern and serious. 

Mr. Dev frowned at Ajay, who was 
now whistling as India had won the 
toss and decided to bat, and the first 
shot was a smashing six. 


YIPPIE! 


Mr. Dev. said “Sir, people are wait- 
ing for you at the conference hall. You 
know there is a press meet 

Ajay entered the conference hall, 
but the people around were shocked 
to see that the usually majestic scien- 
tist walk had changed into a hop, skip 
and jump (Ajay style!) 

Ajay was taken aback, to see so 
many cameras and so many press 
people. Ajay however saw ice-cream 
fon the table, and screamed “yip-yip- 
Yippie!” 





The next day the leading paper 
headline read : CEO OF IPL SMELLS 
SUCCESS! 

The CEO of IPL opened the press 
coference with the words ‘yip: 
Yippie!” indicating success of the 
‘company’s new formula for 
common colds. 

When pressed 
further about their 





recent invention “The super remedy 
for common colds” the scientist cum 
CEO just continued eating his ice- 
creams! He had about six cups of ice- 
creams when his cellphone buzzed. 
‘The press-meet came to an abrupt end 
as the scientist suddenly rushed to his 
room shouting ‘yip-yip-yippie!” 

"No doubt if one can bravely eat 
six ice creams without fear of a cold it 
‘must be a ‘super remedy"! remarked 





the journalists who attended the press 
meet. As for Ajay his mobile had 
passed on the news that India had 
scored forty runs in just two overs! 























‘The next day Dad feltetated at the 
press reviews for he was never good 
at promotion and Ajay was thrilled to 
‘get full marks in ‘his’ science and maths 
tests thanks to the CEO of the great IPL! 

~ Ajay Ashok, Std. VIL, 
t. Michaels’ Academy, Chennai 


Grandmaworm 


Thave this habit of biting my nails, 
but 1 do want to have beautiful, long 
shapely nails. What am Ito do? 

~ Ananya Mishra, 
Bhubaneshwar 

Dear Ananya, 

Well, if you want to have beautiful 
nails on which you can use colourful 
‘nail polish and look very chic, then it 
{follows that you have to make up your 
‘mind to stop biting your nails. Biting 
nails is an indication of nervousness 
and it is this problem which has to be 
attacked. Ask yourself, what are you 
nervous about? If you are nervous 
‘about maths, pay special attention to 
it; attend special classes or take tw: 
ition, Once you gain confidence your 
nervousness will disappear and so to0 








You must remember that vegetab) 
and fruits taken with regular meals is 
very important for your health. So, 
have a square meal which will fulfil 
your appetite. You can adil some 
snacks too during the main meal to 
satisfy your yearning, Restrict snacks 
10 afternoon tea time only, A good 
breakfast, wo square meals and some 
snacks at tea time is the best menu for 
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the nail biting habit. Prayer and medi: 
tation will help you to make up your 
‘mind and strengthen it 
ee 
I keep on eating throughout the 
day. Besides the main meals, I go on 
munching snacks whenever I am at 
home! How can I curb this tendency? 
~ Tania Das, Silchar 
Dear Tania, 
From what you have written, I in- 
Jer that you are more fond of snacks 
than regular food served at meal time. 


6 EE 


children. You must exercise well not 
only to burn up calories but also 10 
sive you a feeling offitness which will 
help you to overcome your nervou 


ness and frequent nibbling of snack: 


T want to become an astronau’, 
How can I attain my future ambi- 
tion? 
-KS.N. Vihari, Secundrabad 
Dear Vikari, 
When you join college try to get 
admission in an engineering college 














where you can study Aeronautics and 
Aerodynamics as special, main sub- 
jects. After getting a degree, you will 
have to go abroad for higher studies 
in rocket engineering and space re- 
search. While thus qualifying yourself 
academically, you will also have to 
develop your body and mind to with- 
stand the stress and strain of being an 
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What is participation certificate? 
I’ve been writing to Gokulam but I 


‘have not received any. 


+ Rashmika, Chennai 
Dear Rashmika, 
Participation certificate is sent by 
Gokulam to any contribution pub- 
lished in it, like a short story, article, 





IK 
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astronaut. Physical fitness, mental 
agility and knowledge are required. 
Good luck! ke ® 





viewpoint, poem, joke etc. (i.e.) to any 
contribution with a creative content, 
Itis not sent to questions addressed 
10 “Grandmaworm” or “Hello Doc- 
tor” columns, “Letters to the Editor” 
also do not qualify. So, be creative and 
send as many contributions as pos- 
sible. 

Many of them may get published 
‘and who knows, you may be the win- 
ner of the special prize next year! 

Love, 
Grandmaworm 
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Delhi's Ramlila grounds and other im- 
portant “maidans’, effigies of Ravana, 
Meghnad and Kumbhakarna are bunt 
at sunset. During the ten day period 
commenci moon’ Ra 
ted by troupesand flouts 


t U a a T t 
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on the streets are common, 
In Gujarat, ladies dance the “Gar 


and rejoice 
Tn Kullu vatley Lord Ragunath’s 


Rath Yatra is led by the 

Kullu Raja on Vijay- @ 
dashmi day and contin 
ues for a week. In 
Punjab the day 

















to fight their 







joms. They wor: 
‘d the ‘Shami’ tree and placed 

pons under it before en 
lay ‘Simolla 
the time when weapons. imple 
ments, books: worshipped 
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Fr. 4 

} 4 oo 4 
Andhra however the ninth day is for 
weapon worship albeit for a different 
reason. Afier Devi slayed Mahishasu- 
ra, weapons were kept aside and wor- 
shiped. Arjuna, after living 
along with his brothers for a number 
of years is said to have taken up his 
‘weapons on Vijayadashami day. H 
itis believed that if one b 


or learning on that day he will be suc 
eat ‘ srandeur. Goddess Chamundees 











‘en in a procession on caprisoned 





Navarathri in Tamilnadu is cele: phianis dod the ey islam 
brated with doll displays know 
Bommai Kol 


Prayers are of 













fered to Durga 
fon the first 
three days next 


velopes the towns 
and cities 

Like all Indi- 
an festivals 
Dussehra is lit 















sweet 
festival and a 
grandiose festi- 
val too! 


three for 
Saraswati 


Pictures courtesy 
India A Colourful Kaleidoscope 


Nerve impulses to and 
from the brain travel at a 
speed of over 200 kmph. 

The word ‘set’ is the word that Our brain contains 8 billion 
has the most number of definitions neurons and trillions of synapse: 
in English, Ithas 248 definitions! _ the time of birth 








+ At present, India is the second 
‘most populous country with 
‘more than one billion people. 
twill estimatedly be the most 
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* A goldfish has a 
memory span of only about 


populous country by the year 2045. three seconds, 


4 Hurricane Andrew was the 
‘most expensive, that is, most de- 
structive hurricane ever. Repair 
and rebuilding costs exceeded 
$9 billion, 


4 The switches that were used 
to start the first computers were so 
big that they had to be kicked upon 
with boots to turn them on, That is 
why itis still called booting! 


+ The take-off speed of an 
aeroplane is about 500 - 00 
mph. 


++ Our stomach lining ean- 
tains almost 35 million tiny 
glands. 
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+ Many species of butterflies 
can travel upto almost 1000 km 
without eatiag! 





supplement from the leaves of 
the eucalyptus tree 


Anush, Std.VI, 
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hat is wrong with Indian 
cricket? Why do we prom- 
ise so much and deliver so little 
when it matters most? Why can’t 
we win finals of tour- 
naments we reach? 
‘The questions flow fast 
and furious from all di- 
rections, 
Unfortunately, there are no 
ready answers, except the most 
obvious ones: physical fitness 
hard work, team spirit, disci- 
pline, and sincerity. It is not that 
India’s cricketers do not have these 
qualities, The best of them have all 
these and more. We all know how 
talented, hard working and sincere 
Rahul Dravid and Anil Kumble are. 
But even they are treated roughly 
sometimes in Indian cricket. Kumble 
has been in and out of the team and 
Dravid was made captain for one 
series and removed from that posi- 















White the Indian men’s cricket 
team is struggling to perform in 
the international arena, two 
women have been 
doing the country 

| proud with their re- 

| cent achievements. 
Kerala's long jumper 
| Anju Bobby George 


e& 


Cover Story/Sports Talk. 


tion when others failed. Do you think 
players can go on performing well, 


WHAT'S 

WRONG WITH 
INDIAN 

CRICKET? 


like machines, when they are mide 
to feel unwanted? 

Or take the examples of young- 
sters tried for just one match or se= 
ries and then forgotten forever. In 
recent years many medium pacers 
have come and gone even before you 
and I became familiar with their 
names. 


‘The indian selection commitice 


won the silver medal at the Mo- 
naco World Athletics Champicn- 
ship. This is a great improvement 
on Anju’s bronze wn- 
ning display in the 
same event in 2003 
at Paris. World No. 7 
Anju jumped a leneth 
of 6.75m to finish 











There are 
several things 
wrong with this 
cartoon. Spot 
them. Some of 

them are identitied 

overleaf (page 14) 


selectors are often 
busy trying to make the 
people in their zones 
happy, rather than se 
lecting the best Indian 
team. 

Such asystem can help 
some players to get into 
the team and stay in iteven 
when they are in poor form 
or not doing their best for the 
am. It can keep out good 

players, By and large 
really good players get in:o 
the team, because at the na: 
tional level, almost all the play 
is made up of five men cers are more or less equally tal 
coming from the five zones; North, ented. The trouble starts when 
East, Central, West and South. These some of them do not apply the: 





only 











second behind Russia's World No. Sharapova in the last 16, have 
1 Tatyana Kotova who cleared earned her the 34th rank in the 


6.83 metres for the world. Both these 
gold medal. Sania a superb athletes have 
Mirza’s splendid proved to be an 
deeds in the US inspiration not only 
Open, where she to Indian women 
put up a great fight but also to Indian 


against Maria J men, 


selves enough to improve all the 
time. Sometimes, they may act self- 
ishly and hurt the team. A pls 
may hide an injury, afraid to lose his 
place to someone who will perform 
better, Another, afraid of failing 
against a strong team, may pretend 
to be injured, miss an important 
game, hoping to come back into the 
team against weaker opposition, 
Often such selfish players are not 
penalised in Indian cricket. At the 
same time, a player who sacrifices 
his wicket to help his team may not 
be rewarded. This happens all the 
way from kids’ cricket to Test 
cricket. 





‘The result is that Indian cricket 
has developed some problems that 
will not go away. I shall try to list 
some of these here 

1. Though there is a lot of im- 
provement in the area of physical 
fitness and stamina, 
we are still behind 
other countries. 

2. Though we have 
some brilliant young 
fielders, there are 
quite a few slow mov- 
ers and moderate 
fielders in the side, 

3. There is lack of 
trust between players 
in such areas as run- 
ning between the 
wickets. Many scor- 
ing opportunities are 
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MISTAKES IN THE CARTOON| 
(from page 13) 

| Batsman drooling, wearing 

|dark glasses, tie, holding bat 

backside in front. pads upsile 
down, one fielder eating popcorn, 

another eating ice cream, wicket 

keeper's cap with a bird on it, 

gloves on shoulder, midstump 
and bails in wrong positions, 











‘missed and batsmen get run out be 
cause of poor understanding be- 
tween the batsmen. 

4. Players do not learn new skills 
or improve existing skills for the 
sake of the team. Take the case of 
our part-time bowlers. Tendulkar, 
Ganguly, Schwag and Yuvraj Singh 
are all batsmen who can also bowl, 
but not one of them has developed 
into an effective bowler in ODIs 
sending down ten overs. 


Young cricketers have to lear 
that cricket is a team 
game, They mast 
know that honest ef- 
fort to help the team 
is more important 
than their personal 
glory. If they work 
hard to practise these 
values as children, 
they will grow up to 
be team players. India 
can then be one of the 
best teams in the 

world, 
Cover cartoon by : 
Suman 














Now Abacus Practice in Computer! 


SUN ABACUS 


(Tutor & Practice Kit) - CD Rom (English & Tamil) ® 


in easy way to improve 
your child’s memor 
Computer based Abacus Mathematics Course for easy learning 
and improving memory power. Course covers, from basics, addition, 


subtraction, multiplication and division. Get yourself a kit today 
and reap the benefits! Franchisees Welcome! 
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Name: Nidhi Adiakha 

Age: 16 

Address ; Old No. 26/1, New No. 
7, North Boag Road, HInd Street, 
‘T.Nagar, Chennai - 17. 

Hobbies : Making chocolates, 
reading, listening to music, designing 
jewellery. 


Name: C, Shivani 

Age 213 

Address : Flat No. 
11, Rajesh Apt, Near 
Ramakrishna Deluxe, 
Giripuram, Tirupathi - 
517501 

Hobbies : Reading 
Gokulam, playing 
computer games, dancing, listening to 
music. 


Name: Ankush Singh 

Age : 13 

Address : 4005, IX °C’ Maurya 
House, Sainik School, Korukonda, 
Vizianagaram (A.P) - 535 214 

Hobbies : Philately, making 
friends, reading story books and 
novels. 


Name: L. Supritha 

Age: 15 

Address : 745, Ist Cross, III Main 
‘A’ block, Sahakara Nagar, Bangalore 
~ 560 092. 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
dancing, singing, watching films, lis- 
tening into FM Radio. 





Name: V.N. Sudharman 


Age : 13 
Address : 4530, Chera Jrs, Sainik 
School, Amaravathi Nagar, 


Udumalpet, Coimbatore - 642 102. 

Hobbies : Playing computer 
games, dancing, photography and 
reading books. 


Name: Rohitha 

Age :9 

Address ; H.No. A-77, SIPCOT 
Housing colony, Dharga, Hosur 
635 126 

Hobbies : Watching TLV, playing 
games, cycling, reading Gokulam. 


Name: Gandhary Garg 

Age: 12 

Address : SC-11, 2nd Floor, 
Kundan Towers, Mayur Marg, 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Dear Readers, 

* You are most welcome to send 
in your contributions to Gokulam 
either by post or by e-mail 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details of 
your - Name, Age, Class, 
Name and address of school, 
Residential address and a dec- 
laration stating that the con- 
tribution is your original cre- 
ation (if not, the source must 


cannot guaran: 
tee that your 

contribution 

will be pub- 

lished. It is also 

not possible for 

us to tell you 

when it will be 

published. But, if 

you require your contribution to be 
sent back to you on rejection, then 
you must enclose a self addressed, 


stamped envelope. sia 
~ Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


‘You will receive a participation 
certificate from us if your contri- 
bution is published. At the end of 
the one year period ending June 
2006, the person with most num- 
ber of participation certificates will 








Begumpet, Hyderabad 
500016 

Hobbies : Playing cricket, 
video games, reading Gokulam, 
surfing the net and listening to 
music 


Name: 8. Sowmya. 

Age: 12 

Address : 32, 33 Jecra, 
Secunderabad 500 003 

Hobbies : Playing Video 
games, playing comptter 
games, reading Gokulam 








Name: R. Abhishek 

Age : 10 

Address : A-l, SPL Staff 
Colony, SPL — Limited, 
Bahadurgarh, Kassar, Haryana 
124507 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
watching TY, playing Badmin- 
ton, playing computer games, 





Name: Ananya Dutta, 


WIB(R), 6/4 
A, Golf Green, 
Kolkata 700 095 

Hobbies : Reading, listening 
to music, writing stories and 
poems, making friends, drawing, 





Name: M. Devi 
Age: 14 

Address = 2/1134 Kathiravin 
Salai, Neelankarai, Chennai 
600 041 

Hobbies : Reading novels, 
playing hockey and chess and 
listening to_ music, 





Bats are mammals. They 
give birth to and suckle their 
young ones. They have teeth 
Although bats have wings, 
these wings are very different 
from those of birds. Bats belong 
to the ‘Chiroptera’ order. 







There are about 2000 species of 
H bats. They may be classified into 
two types namely fruit eaters and 
insect eaters. The fruit eaters have 
large eyes while insect eaters have 


small eyes. 


The largest species 
among batsis the ‘Flying Fox’. 
Itis a fruit eater. Its wings mea- 
sure about 1.5 metres and it 
weighs about a kilo! 
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The smallest 
species is the 
‘Kitt’. It is the 
size of a pea- 
nut! It weighs 
only about 1.5 








Bats vary in colour. Thee are 
yellow, red, brown, violet and 
black bats! 











The insect-eaters among 
bats gobble up hundreds of 
insects in an hour. Mosqui- 
toes and beetles are its prey. 
‘There are curved thorns on 
the inner tongue of these = 
bats. An insect that touches 
the bat's tongue cannot es- 
cape! 

Some bats are cruel! If they 
are very hungry, they 
gobble up their own 
friends and relatives! 


About 70% of bats consume 
about 20 grams of blood per day! 
The South American Vampire 
bats are terribly dangerous. 

These bats latch onto aninais 
‘or humans and spray an anaes- 
thetic fiuid. They then bite with 
their teeth. A chemical in the at's 
saliva prevents blood from clot- 
ting. This enables them to feast 
on the blood. 





Bats have good eye sight. They can also fly biind| 
& folded. They use echolocation to find their way. 
They make high pitched sounds which bounce 
off objects and retum to them as echoes. 














A bat gives birth to 
only one offspring in a 
year. The baby bat 
(pup) is blind until it is 
five days old. It can fly 
only after it is 14 days 
old, When the mother 


bat gets back home, it 
cannot identify its own 
pup. But, the pup will 
take milk from any 
mother bat. 








‘Some species of North American 
bats fly down to Mexico, which is 
about 2500 kms away, during the win- 
ter months. However, after spending 
a few months there, they unerringly 
retum to their homes. A remarkable 
feat! 





ya, 


‘Some bats hibemate for seven 
months in a year. They donot 
feed during hiber- 
nation. The accu- 
mulated fat in 
their body gives 
them energy 
during this pe- 
riod. A bat nor- 
mally breathes 
200 times a 
minute, but dur- 
ing hibernation 
it drops to 20 
times a minute. 

The normal body 
temperature of bats, 104°F, 
drops to 42°F. 





Generally, 
bats cannot 
walk. Buta 
particular 
species of bats 
in the forests 
of Africa can 
walk! 
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had given me four marks for a two 
mark question. One of my gooc! 
friends, Jyoti, who was check- 
ing my paper noticed this anc 
Wanted to tell the teacher. She 
had got 38/40 and felt I shoule 
also get the same. Aarthi and 
myself told her not to do so. But, 
when I thought about it, I knew 
it was wrong. I walked up to Sir 
and pointed out the mistake 
and got 38/40. I was very 
sad, I even cried because 1 
wouldn't get a good rank this 
time. My friends consoled me 
by saying it was better to be hon- 
est. Sure enough I got a reward. I 
scored full marks in Hindi and 
stood second in my class. I learnt 
a good lesson and advise you 


GREAT FALL! 
One day my friend Shabir and I were 
climbing trees. I was tired of climbing. 
his incident took place] SO Wentto Eston abranch, For the fun 
last year when T was an} Ofomy fendshook hele, The Beate 

was perct 

eighth standard student. twas | O"2Y'Itbroke andl fellinte a water tank 
a good year forme. Duringthe | which was beneath the branch. Luckily 


third unittest got 40/40 inmy | my friend reacted quickly. He gave me a 
social studies paper. Everyone 


was shocked as they knew I 





hand and saved my life. From that day, 
my friend and I don’t climb trees. 

had missed a two mark ques- ~ Raheem Abdul, Std.VI, The 
tion. Inoticed that the teacher | Oxford Senior See. School, Bangalore 
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friends too - Honesty is the best 
policy. 

- Geethanjali, Std.1X, 

K.V. IT, Chennai 


‘SLOW AND STEADY! 

When f was in the sixth stan- 
dard I learnt cycling. My grand: 
mother permitted me to ride to 
school, But she gave me several 
instructions and asked me to be 
very careful while crossing 
roads, 

Tfollowed her advice and 
cycled down, On the first day 
when I was just entering the 
, our English teacher saw 
me, When I caught sight of her 
became panicky and I drove 
the cycle directly onto 
her. She had grasped the 














situation, my fear and panic and 
she stopped the cycle by putting 
her hand onto the cycle handle 
bar. I repeatedly told her 
“Sorry”. but she gently stroked 
my head and told me that 1 
should be very steady while driv- 
ing any vehicle. I follow her ad- 
vice till date and so far no acci- 

dent has occurred. 
- R. Kalaiselvi, Std.VIL, 
Lamex HSS, Chennai 
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Chemistry Teacher : What 

steps would you take if sulphur 

dioxide escaped into the room? 
Student : Long ones! 

= Vivek C. Vijayan, 

Std.IX, Bangalore 


Amoeba are very 
minute. You cannot see them with 
naked eyes. 
Student : I’m wearing spec- 
tacles, I still can’t see them! 
= Mary Veronica Amritaa, 
Std. VIII, Trichy, 


‘Teacher : Who broke King 
Janaka’s bow? 
Naughty Student : Prom- 
ise! I didn’t, miss! 
~ Ranjani Suresh, Std.V, 


of ‘interior’? 
Ram : Exterior. 
‘Teacher : Good! Shyam, give 
me the opposite of ‘minimum’? 
Shyam : Maxi Dad! 
- Priya R.Prakash, Bangalore, 






































Clues Across : 

1. Our National Bird -‘mutter’ in English, 
followed by rooster (7) 

5. Person on horseback (to solve) a geo: 
‘metrical problem (5) 

8, Founder of modem a septic surgery. Did 
he catalogue? (6) 

9. Worships advts 
inside (6) 

1. Is Saurav Ganguly an Army officer or 
Ship Commander? (7) 

12, Tasty potato snacks from Intel (5) 

13. An emphatic negative (2) 

14, Heavy weight worth a thousand cen 
turies (7) 

15. Medicine man in short (2) 

18, Has lan Chappell been hiding an in 
habitant of our continent? (5) 

19. Biology branch concerned with envi 
ronment (7) 

21. Mad character from “Alice in Wonder- 
land’, with a cap in the lead (6) 

23. Plot is confused with a handgun (6) 

25. Tennis sensation Mirza--a strange 
Asian (3) 

26. With clarity, yel car is smashed! (7) 

‘Clues Down : 

1. A big fish-eating bird perplenes cine 
pal (7) 

2. Greek writer of fables strikes a 


with mineral 








> Rules and Entry form on reverse 














pose (5) 

3. What a surgeon performs in a 
theatre (9) 

4. Akknock-out is nt okay, Quite the con- 
trary (1,1) 

5. Danger signal for the communist (3) 

6 British Naturalist propounded Evolution 
Theory ~in ward? (6) 

7. Pink flowers, will smell sweet by any 
name (5) 

10. Game played with coloured balls, 
somewhat similar to Billiards (7) 

12. A thick-skinned reptile, which sheds 
false tears! (9) 

16. ¥-Taylor obtains kingly status and in 
come foe his writings (7) 

17. Cartoon Adventurer in search of sil: 
ver-coloured metal (Sn) twice (6) 

18. Australia and England cricket teams 
Fight for burt residues (6) 

20. Potter loses head over an aquatic mam- 
mal (5) 

22 Eartwse in historical period of tie (3) 

24. P-Chidambaram’s Personal computer, 
an 

Note : 1. Figures in brackets indicate no. 
ofleers 

2. Watch out for anagrams ~ jumbling of 
words to find solution to clues. 

+ Devised by Krishnaswamy 
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ENTRY FORM 





Name : (Mr/MB)..... 





TC Class 
SCHOO! 
“Residential Address 








Signature :.. 








* Local address is a must for overseas entries 


‘The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 


* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
ut of the all correct entries. « Entries with completed grid on reverse 
accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. Last Date : 12.10.2008 










Congratulations! 
The Five lucky winners 
1. S. Gautham, Std. VII, Tagore 
International School, New Delhi Krish Cross - 3 
2. Mrinalini Vasudevan, Std.1X, 
K.V, Gopalpur Cantt, Orissa fi 
3, V.Maanasa, Primary 3, 
Geylang Methodist Primary School, 
Singapore v n x 
4, S.Vibhaalakshmi, Std.V, DAV Rife 
Girls Senior Secondary School, 
Chennai. 












al Nath, SULV, St. PR 
Pauls EMHSS, | « ij o| 
Malappuram, | ule 
Kerala 








WSyoif, 
Els 
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Hi friends! 

In the last issue I promised to 
answer a few of your questions. So 
here goes: 


? What is the difference between 


to carry out a given task. 
“Enable” means to empower orto 
supply with means to do something. 





CIONK 


‘danger’ and ‘endanger’ ; 
‘able’ and ‘enable’? 
- Prashant Pai, Alike, Karnataka 


Any exposure to harm is called 
‘danger’. For e.g.: a city can be in 
danger, because of terrorists carrying 
‘out bombings. 

“Endanger’ means to imperil or 
put to danger. For e.g.: tigers are 
endangered 


‘Able’ means to have ability or 
potential. An able person is one who 
has the required talent or capability 





‘The knowledge of nuclear fission 
enabled scientists to create atomic 
weapons (refered to howadays as 
weapons of mass destruction), 


? What is phonetics? For what 
purpose is it used? 

-Mudasir Ahmad Changa, 

Sopore, Jammu & Kashmir 


Phonetics is the study of how 


sounds of speech are made, 
transmitted, and received. It is 
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distinct from phonology which is the 
study of sounds in any language. 

The smallest unit of sound is 
known as a phoneme. The phonemic 
alphabet is a complete set of 
symbols, each of which represents a 
single sound belonging to a specific 
language. 

Phonemic symbols are used in all 
dictionaries to indicate the 
pronunciation of each word. 

Thus its use is in its aid in 
pronunciation. Using special 
symbols for each type of sound, we 
can pronounce a word correctly if we 
follow the correct symbol. 


1 k/= the ‘c’ in cap 
‘The above is a symbol used for 
representing ‘c’ in ‘cap’. 


The — International 
Phonetic Alphabet [IPA] is 
a set of symbols which 
altempts to represent every 
unit of sound contained in 
every known language. This is 
used by all standard 
dictionaries. 


? What mnemonics 
can you use for remembering 
‘friend, thief, experience, achieve, 
advice (or advise) and government? 
- G.Ragavijaya, Neyveli 
‘Township 


For friend, thief, experience and 
achieve there is a simple rule to 
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remember regarding which comes 
first, ‘i’ ore’. 

‘I’ before an ’e’ except after a 
‘é 

‘Thus itis friend , but itis receive. 
Notice that in ‘receive’, there isa ‘c’ 
before the two vowels and hence ‘e” 
comes first. There are a miniscule 
number of exceptions to this but you 
will not come across it in normal 
usage. 


Advice is the noun form while 
advise is the verb. As mentioned in 
the August issue, the noun forms in 
such words (other words include: 
licence and practice) have a ‘c’ while: 
the verb has an 's’ 

A government is one whicti 


WHAT ARE IDIOMS? 


governs. So just add the noun suffix 
—ment to govern to get government. 


Finally, Aishwarya Mohapatra 
from Bhubaneshwar had requested 
for information on idioms. 

‘So what are idioms? 

Idioms are words, phrases, or 


expressions that are unusual either 
grammatically or there is a meaning 
that cannot be derived from the 





ITS RAINING 
CaTSand DO6§ ..2., 


3) Stick to one’s guns. 


original meanings of the words. 
Every language has idioms. This is 
why a language is so difficult for a 
person who is trying to learn a 
foreign language. 


So here are a few idioms. 


1) To break the ice 

It means to make a beginning, 
usually to get through the first 
difficulties in starting a conversation 
or discussion, 


2) It's raining cats and dogs 
today 
Meaning: It’s raining heavily. 


3) On the dot 
Meaning: Exactly at a 
given time 


ft 4) Read someone's mind 
CA Meaning: Guess what a 


person is thinking and how 
4 person is going to act, 


5) Race against time 
Meaning: Something 

must be finished by a 

deadline, or a due date. 


‘Try to guess the meanings of the 
following idioms 


1) Rub someone the wrong 
way. 


To be in seventh 


4) Put two and two together. 


5) Know something inside out. 





Answers : 

1) Irritate a person or get into his 
bad books. 2) To be supremely 
delighted or exhilarated, 3) Insist on 
your point or that you are right in 
the face of opposition. 4) Deduce or 
solve something 5) Know something 
very well (or by-heart), 
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‘twas a fine and pleasant Sunday 
morning. A bird seller was sell- 
ing birds in the street, I love parrots 
and wanted to buy one. My mother 
agreed, We both went to him. 

The bird seller had many 
colourful birds - parrots, parakeets, 
pigeons etc. He showed us a parrot 
which was very bright green and had 
a glossy red beak, Itooked cute and 


f 
Sn 

other than Mitty speaking those 
words. 

My mother said “It's been 
screaming since morning. I think it 
had been in the company of bid 
men. It will take some time 10 
change its behaviour.” 


Tn the evening I took Mittu 10 
my friend Ramu’s house, There 
Mittu created a ruckus. It flew into 
the kitchen and messed it up. Mittu 
also began calling my friends ‘sti- 


MIrruU, 
THE HERO! 


attractive, We both liked it very 
much, The bird seller told us that it 
‘was very talkative and it would 
prove to bea good pet. We were sur 
prised when the parrot said in a 
sweet voice “Take me! Take me!!"" 
We were excited and bought it at 
once. 

I called it ‘Mittu’ and kept it on 
rod in the drawing room. 


Bur the trouble started next day 
When I woke up in the moming, 1 
heard some bad words which had 
never been used in our house. I was 
shocked to hear that it was none 





pid and idiot’. My friends were sur- 
prised to hear such words from 4 
parrot, but laughed away. I felt 
ashamed of Mittu's behaviour 

Mittu had the habit of frighten. 
ing everyone by shouting ‘fire- fire 
and ‘thief thief", One day when my 
unele came to our house, Mittu 
shouted “Stupid, get out" We were 
terribly embarrassed 





A fier two days, ltold my mother 

1 shall give Mittu back to the birc 

seller because my friends refuse te 
play with me,” 

My mother said “No, you must 


train Mittu to be a good pet 
Ireplied, “OK, I'll try my best 
My friends and I started teach- 
ing good words to Mittu. 





After some days, my friends and 
I went to Ramesh’s birthday party. 
As usual Mitt followed us 
Ramesh's house was gaily deco- 
rated, I put Mittu carefully on my 
shoulders. Now and then Mittu 
‘would fly here and there, But I kept 
awatch on it because Mitty was still 
mischievous. 


White it was perching on 
a showcase, Mittu suddenly 
screeched “fire - fire". I scolded, 
‘Shut up, Mitta” 








Mitt did not stop screaming. 
My friends and I looked up and saw 
fire on one of the decorated serial 
light wires, We also started shout- 
ing, “fire - fire”. 

‘Ramesh’s father who heard our 
cries brought a wooden stick and 
switched off the main switch. The 
fire was put out and later an electri- 
ian was called and the power sup- 
ply was restored. 

All the guests and friends praised 
Mittu for saving us all from a fire 
accident. Mittu became a hero, | was 
also proud of having Mitt as my 
pet 








- Merlyn Davis 
St. Ursula’s ATH! 
Chureh Park, Chennai 








he oil crisis and sky rocketing 

oil prices are proving to be ma- 
jor causes of distress even to devel- 
oped nations. Alternative sources of 
energy (fuels) are now becoming vi- 
able, Sugarcane producing countries 
like India and Brazil could produce 
Ethanol (Ethyl Alcohol) and replace 
10% of the Global (gasoline) fuel, 
states NEWSWEEK in acover story. 

When Henry Ford and Rudolf 

Diesel invented the automobile and 
diesel engine respectively, they ex- 
pected it to be powered by fuels 
derived from plants. It was only 
because petrol and diesel were 
more economical that we used 
them and have nearly exhausted our 
natural oil resources. It is ironical 
that after a century, we have come a 
full circle and are reaching out for 
biofuels! 


We all know that nature takes 
millions of years to make oi! whereas 
biofuel production is limited only to 
growth rates of plants and availabil- 
ity of agricultural land. Again if we 
can reuse waste matter to produce 
biofuel, even that limitation is re- 
moved. A year’s worth of Europe’s 
waste cooking oil could yield more 
than a billion litres of biofuel! 

Another big bonus would be that 
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biofuels will help fight glo- 


bal warming since they 

do not emit harmful 
gases like carbon diox- 
ide and nitrogen 
oxide. 


LX 







4 Yes, biofuel is the panacea 
for the oil crisis. But what is 
biofuel? How can an agricul- 
tural economy like India pro- 

duce it? Can it really replace 
gasoline (petrol / diesel)? 

Ethanol can be easily derived 
from starchy grains and sugarcane 
by distillation, In fact, Brazil the 
world’s largest ethanol producer be: 
gan distilling sugarcane in 1975, and 
today us 26% ethanol in lieu 
of gasoline. 

Starchy grains are ground and 
soaked, Enzymes convert the starch 
into dextrose (simple sugar). Yeast 
is added to ferment it, After 40 - SO 
hours ethanol is distilled after filter- 
ing off the by - products. Similarly 
fatty oils from rapeseed and 

















ing, methanol and a catalyst 
added to break them into glycerol 
and esters. Esters form the biofuel 


Tr India can increase area under 
cultivation and develop high yield- 
ing varieties of sugarcane, oil palms, 
soyabeans and coconut, we can eas- 
ily produce a major portion of our 
fuel requirements, Although ethanol 
delivers less energy per litre, it can 
be used along with gasoline, or even 
by itself, to power automobiles and 
aircrafts 

Biofuels have moved out from 
labs to industry, Already several en- 
trepreneursin different countries and 
fields have switched to ethanol, Re- 
search on other raw materials is in 
progress, The day is not far off when 
petroleum would become obsolete 
and the whole world is literally 
driven by plant power! 
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The story so far : 


Dep Vinod, an intelligent of: 
ficer, was deputed to investigate the 
spate of kidnappings that had taken 
place in Delhi and left the public 
panic stricken. 

At home Vinod's wife Kamal was 
worried about their only son 
Vignesh’s safety because his class. 
mate Karthik had been kidnapped 
too. Vinod and Vignesh convinced 
Kamal that he would be okay 


However Vignesh was kid. 
napped by two hefty men in an 
auto near school and taken to 

a ramshackle cottage, The kidnav- 
pers called up Kamal and demanded 
ten lakh rupees as ransom. Kamal 
was hysterical. Vinod pacified her, 
briefed the press and got back to 
work 10 nab the culprits 


Sanjoo and his men who had kit 
napped several children watched the 
news on T.V. Sanjoo asked his men 
to find out who had abducted 


Vignesh - whether it was his own 


THE CASE OF 
THE 
MISSING CHILDREN 





gang member or a new gang. 
Raghu one of 
Sanjoo’s gang members who had 
kidnapped Karthik chatted up a pety 
shopkeeper near school and found 
‘out that a “baldie" had waited in an 
auto near school, The baldie had 
dropped a slip of paper in the shoo 
while he paid for his cigarette: 
Something had been scribbled on the 
paper in a different script. 

Now read on 


R. 


In the meantime 





u was thrilled. “Really? 













What does it 
say?” 
Don't 
know... Can't 
read that script” 
mumbled the 
shopkeeper. 
“Show me, 
we'll decipher 
it together.” 
Raghu held out 
his hand. He 
glanced at it and 
said, “Gurmukhi script....” just as a 
constable on duty walked upto them. 
Raghu quickly pocketed the pa- 
per. He hurriedly fished out some 
change from his pocket and pre- 
tended to count them out 
“Two beedies for me and 
itches, quick”, demanded 
the constable. “And I've 
been watching. This man 
seems to be here for a long 
time, Hey... what are you two upto? 
For a moment, Raghu was taken 
ack. But he quickly recovered and 
said, “Nothing... nothing saab! I be- 
long to his village... Just dropped in 
to give him all the news. Okay 
bhaiya. I'll make a move. Come 
home sometime.” He slipped away 
leaving the constable perplexed. 

















Raghu got into an auto and di- 
rected the driver to Patparganj area 


of the city 

‘Aha, got them!" he thought to 
himself. The slip of paper was a bill 
and at the back of it was written 
some notes is Gurmukhi which was 
not of any significance. But the bill 
was for items purchased in a shop in 
Patparganj. 

‘TI have to spot them some - 
how. Hopefully, the same tactics 
should work... some tea shop or 
beedi shop in that area...” 
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fo whom are you writ- 
ing out this cheque for thousand 
rupees? 

Gokul : I'm sending it to my sis- 
tor for her birthday. 

Gopal : You forgot to sign it! 

Gokul : No, I don’t want her to 
know who sent it! 

-G.B. Abhishek, Age 13, 

Alike, Karnataka 






Tn the meantime, the constable 
was still suspicious about the man 
who had fled suddenly. He had been 
given strict instructions to report just 
this kind of activity. 

He walked down to the nearest 
sub-inspector who had a walkie 


THE CASE OF THE 

MISSING CHILDREN! 

SURPRISE ENDING 
CONTEST! 


Hey kids! Hope you've 
been following the Case of the 
Missing Children closely. Re- 
member to participate in the 
contest at the end of the next 
chapter. (Chapter 5) 
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talkie and asked him to inform head- 
quarters. The SI was very excived 
when he heard the report. 

“Shabash! Commissioner sa’ ab 
will give us a promotion, But... wait 
‘a minute, What was the auto regis- 
tration number? Did you note it 
down?” 

The constable’s face fell. “Sir... 
no sir. I told you he fled in a trice,’ 

“You fool! What will headquar- 
ters do without the number? Any- 
way, describe the man yoursel”... 
Here....” he handed over the walkie 
talkie. 








Raghu got himself dropped at a 
tea stall. “Today is the luckiest day 
of my life!" Raghu said to himself 
fas he sat on a bench occupied by a 
couple of others. There beside him 
sata bald man with exactly the sarne 
features as described by the pelty 
shopkeeper. 

‘The baldie held a glass of stean- 
ing tea in one hand and a newspaper 
in another. Raghu ordered his tea and 
picked up a bun from the stall. He 
asked the baldie if he could borrow 
the newspaper. 

“These kidnappings...” began 
Raghu. “Imagine kidnapping the 
DCP's son! Why would anyone «lo 
that?” 

“DCP... big man! Plenty of 
money! What else?” the baldie e<- 
plained. : 

“Ha, ha, ha... you are 
ton. um... um... your name 








imple- 





“Bhola... and yours...2" 

“Raghu. As I was saying, Bhola, 
kids are kidnapped nowadays for 
other things, not for ransom. Cute 
kids are sold to childless foreigners 
who pay a hefty price for adopting 
them. But more often kids are ex- 
ported to other countries for differ- 
ent purposes. Camel racing in the 
Gulf for example 
They are sold as 
slaves too and, 

Bhola was appar- 
ently very impressed 
with Raghu’s 
knowledge on the 
matter, He invited 
Raghu home. Raghu 
was angling for just 
this invitation, He 
accepted at once. 





es 





They continued 
their discussion at 
home, Suddenly 
Billa, Bhola’s ac- 
omplice walked in 
with a gagged up Vignesh! 

Before Bhola could give any expla- 
nation, Raghu got up and extended 
his hand to Billa. “Welcome brother! 
Don't worry, I'm not surprised. In 
fact I was expecting just this. Actu- 
ally, we are birds of a feather, no 
wonder, we flock together... ha. 

ha...ha...1've been telling Bhola you 
are fools to be risking so much for 
just a ransom. That too, the DCP’s 
son. By all means do it yaar, but do 





it in style. Come along, meet my 
boss. We'll discuss terms. You can 
join our gang.” 

Billa retorted, “Hey you! what do 
you think of us. We are no less than 
your boss. If he wants to meet us he 
can come here. Tell him.” 


Raghu reported the matter to 





Sanjoo. Sanjoo was stunned but he 
decided to go along with a few gang, 
members to meet them. 

Attheir place, Sanjoo used all his 
persuasive tactics to rope them into 
his gang. But Billa and Bhola were 
‘ot too eager. 

“We'll think about it. Give us two 
days time” said Bhola. 

Suddenly Sanjoo whipped out a 
‘gun and grabbed Vignesh! 

(To be continued) 
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hwo stories that bring ‘magic’ to 
ordinary people in Indian cities 
and towns! 

There are two fairy tales in this 
book. But the surprise is that they 
are not about ‘far away” and ‘long 
ago’. They are about surprising 
things that happen to people like you 
and me, living our “ordinary” lives 
in towns and cities 





‘The first one, “Ordinary Mr 
is about a man who lives with his 
mynah in a room in Mumbai. After 
he feeds his mynah every morning, 
he starts his boring day : train to 





work, late to office, dusty files and 
mean boss. But one Wednesday he 
helps a crow with a broken wing, and 
suddenly it starts talking to him and 
then the magic happens. 





Tn the second story, “Bangles for 
Bansode” we meet a mean house 
owner who is hated by all the $53 
tenants who live in his “Africa 
House”, There is only one tap for all 
of them to draw water, the stairs 
have loose boards, the ceiling drips, 
the walls have cracks and yet 
Bansode collects rent and comes 
down hard on those who don’t pay. 
‘A new tenant arrives: a small girl, 
Megha, who sits on a wheelchair and 
types for money, When she does not 







































































(2fes) Nan pay on time, he tikes away 
fee ol Ny her typewriter, and as though 
ker ts that is not enough, tries to 
feet See aa take her dreams! 
Ae aa 4 And then the 
rE: ree is horrible thing 
(Shee cel] KEPT = Con) happens to 
ae Sheena hes, 5: aay, Bansode. 
tah face A > Fu), 
ANG 4 
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These two 





SEETHA SRIKANTH 


though set in ordinary places have 
a bit of fantasy in them and make 
you smile and give you 
hope. Written by Kalpana 
Swaminathan a 
children’s sur- 

geon in 70 
Mumbai, the 
book has nice 
big. illustra- 
tions by Phani 
Tefali. “Ordi- 
nary Mr. Pai 
- Two Urban 
Fairy Tales.” is 
published by 
‘Tulika, 7 Prithvi 
Avenue, Chennai - 
600018, who bring 
out new and readable Indian tales 
with nice illustrations. It costs Rs70. 


Excerpt: 

he opened the door. 

A tall girl stood outside. Her 
beauteous face was bathed in tears, 
just as Mr Pai knew it would be. “Oh 
please,” she whispered (just as Mr 
Pai knew she would). “There is a 
dragon downstairs.” 

It was the Silken Princess, of 
course - who else could it be — and 
by now the dragon was steaming uj 
the stairs, taking two at a times 
“Come in,” said Mr Pai, as intrepidly 
as he could, glancing fearfully down 
the stairwell. Faint green wreaths of 
smoke were drifting up already. 















B, } 
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Princess 


The curled up 
comfortably in Mr Pai's canvas 
chair, munching chocolate cream 
and urging the bird to an encore, 
when a long green tongue came 
snaking in beneath the door. 

“It is the dragon, “said Mr Pai 
nervously," and it wants to come in.” 








Go right on and kill it," sang out 
the Princess. “ Brandish your magic 
sword!” Mr Pai looked round wildly 
for his magic sword, but he could not 
even find the old black umbrella that 
usually hung behind the door. The 
Bird of Paradise laughed derisively 
and the Princess calmly started on 
the orange cream. But the dragon 
had already opened the door. 




































































lawnia Hoots, mother of young 

Shoots, hopped about nervously 
onthe lower branch of a huge mango 
tree as she waited for Madame 
Hootuu, Principal, the Wise Hooters 
Academy. 

For the Nth time, young Mrs. 
Hoots wondered what her lite fellow, 
Shoots had been up to! He was a 
mischievous, little barn owl - but, 
surely, not bad! She heard a piercing, 
dominating “TU-WHOO!" from the 
highest branch of the mango tree 

Tawnia Hoots was being called! 













Tawnia Hoots looked up at her 
former Principal 

“Good night, Ma‘am," 
rather nervously, "How are you? 

“Tawnia", began Ma 
Hootuu rather sternly, “I'm 
having a problem with 
Shoots! He is falling 
asleep in class! Of 
late, his gliding has 
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me 








become sloppy! He flaps his wings 
noisily instead of gliding!” - Madam 
Hootuu went on, “He mumbles - net 
hhoots! I tell you, Tawnia, something 
is wrong with that owlet of yours and 
you BETTER find out what i is!” 

Shoots - not doing well in school? 
But Shoots loved the Academy. "I 
really don’t know, 
said worried! 
‘what's wrong 

‘The sun was peeping out as Tawnia 
flew back the thirty-tree distance to 
her house. 














The Hoots lived in a huge, old 
Banyan tree that stood next to an old 
sprawling house. The spread-out 
branches were just right for a young, 
family to live in and the Hoots had 
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had a hoot of a time setting up their 
home there! 

Recently, a family had moved into 
the house - a dad, a mom and their 
three children. A decent day's sleep 
had become impossible! Booming 
loud noises in the afternoon often 
disturbed their sleep! 

Landing softly on the topmost 
branch, Tawnia quickly hopped her 
‘ay to the hole which was their room! 
Mr, Hoots was already curled up 
Betting ready to sleep! 

hat’s the matter, Tawnia?” he 
asked her. Tawnia hooted out 
‘everything that Madame Hootuy bad. 






















told her about Shoots. 

“Don’t worry?” he told her, “We'll 
sor it out later in the night... Now, let's 
sleep shall we? Just check on Shoots 
before you sleep!” 

Tawnia flew down to a lower 
branch where Shoots now had his own 
hole almost atthe end of along branch. 
Tawnia peeped into Shoots's 
hole 

IT WAS EMPTY! Shoots was 
NOT there 

“Huh! Where's Shoots? He's not 
in bed!” she hooted in distress. 
"Where can he be?" 





‘Tawnia fretted."Has 
accident?! Lost his way 

Tawnia woke up Mr. Hoots, They 
decided to go back to the Academy 
and start searching from there. 





Atceach and every hole along the 
thirty-tree distance to their house they 
stopped and searched... looking... 
Where was litle shoots? Tawnia was 
in tears. 

Tiredly, they landed on the topmost 
branch of the huge, banyan tree that 
was their home, wondering what to do 
next! 

Alll owls, except the Hoot family, 
were fast asleep, 

‘The big house was noisy as usual! 
Loud sounds were coming from inside 
through the open window. Now there 
were boom-boom noises! Suddenly, 
peoples’ voices! 

“What is happening in there?" Mr. 
Hoots wondered, “Where do the 
noises and sounds come from? Come 
‘on Tawnia, let's take a look!" 














"The Hoots glided down to a branch 
that reached right up to the window, 





when Tawnia stopped abruptly, 
“Look!” she whispered. “Right at the 
‘edge of the branch! It's Shoots! We've 
been looking for him everywhere and 
he has been here all the time!” 

‘The Hoots hopped up quietly and 
stood beside their little son, Shoots 
\was concentrating on something ike 
a box from which the sounds were 
coming - bright pictures were flashing 
and moving about too! The dad, the 
mom and the three kids were all siting 
in front of it and watching the box: ! 

“What is that?” she whispered 

“THAT is called television!” 
replied Mr. Hoots. “So, THATS 
what's been keeping Shoots awake 
\when he should be asleep! I've heard 
thathuman children spend alot of t me 
‘watching television and their dads and 
moms have a tough time with their 
kids when it comes to watching TV!" 

“L think we're going t 
tough time with our kid too! 
said as she 
the sereen intently, “NOW I know 
Why Shoots is falling asleep in school, 
He too, has been watching too much 
TELEVISION!" e 




































hakespeare is by far the greatest 
name in English Literature. He 
‘was born in April 1564, in the small 
town of Stratford on Avon. His mother 
Mary Arden, came from a noble fam- 
ily. His father John Shakespeare was 
‘a prosperous farmer, wool and timber 
merchant and butcher of the village. 
William started schooling at the local 
‘grammar school where latin was the 
primary language. Here he studied a 
tle bit of English. When- William 
‘was only twelve, his father’s fortunes 
began to decline and he had to leave 
school 

At nineteen, he married an girl 
named Anne Hathaway who was eight 
years his senior. In 1585 he left his 
Village to seek his fortune in London. 


‘He was first employed as a horse 
= boy and call-boy at the Globe The- 
atre. He rose to be an actor and play - 
wright. As a play wright he at first 
patched up the works of others for the 
use of his company. Gradually he be- 
gan to produce independent works of 
his own which at once placed him in 
the forefront of the dramatists of the 
day. 

As he was an intelligent and ob- 
servant man, his rise to fame was 
rapid. He constantly enjoyed court 
favours, 

Shakespeare's dramatic career ex- 
tended between 1590 and 1612. He 
has written 37 plays besides two po- 
tems : Rape of Lucree and Venus and 
Adonis and a sequence of 154 sonnets. 











important works are : Com- 
edy of Errors, A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth 
Night, The Merchant of Venice, Julius 
Caesar, Hamlet, Othello, The Tempest 
and many more. 

He had worked hard producing two 
plays a year. His health was failing 
him. He died on 23rd April 1616 and 
‘was buried in the Stratford church. The 
Bard of Avon's house “New Palace’is 
now a national museum and is sacred 
to all lovers of English literature. 








MR. STRONG! 


Story Pulendran Pic Pillai. 








The mongoose . 

their food. Mr, Strong . Huh! I'm 
Mr. Strong, 
you know 
that, I'm the 


There goes 


That king isn’t youare 
our King 


even half my buthe’s 


very strongest. 


Mr. Strong fled the 


I'd better 
my life! 


O dear! 
This one sure 
looks scary! 











The snake chased Mr. Strong. King Mongoose was 
passing by - 





King Mongoose The snake lost and fled for its life. 
and the snake 
fought each other 


% King! | now know 
that size is not a 
measure of 
strength, 
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I. MINDBENDER 

There are 8 persons. Each person 
has 8 bags. In each bag, there are 8 
dogs. Each dog has 8 puppies. What 

is the total number of legs? 
~ Arun Ramachandran, 
Std.IX, Vani Vidyalaya School, 
Mumbai 








ILDISCOVERERS (CLUES) : 
1. Law of floating bodies 

A cunaesel 

2. Indication of Infra red rays 


3. He invented Bicycle tyres 
|: as 


4. The apple fell on his head 
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y his atomic theory 


$. 

D____N 

6. He invented the bicycle 
N 


ted the dynamite 


NiW bk 


: se] 8. He invented steam engine 
J 


r 
A 9. Yoga is a gift from this 
great Indian 
10. He invented the ty3e- 
writer 
5 a 
+ G. Sai Arjun, Std.VII, 
DAV Boys Senior Sec. School, 
Chennai 


IIL ICY PUZZLE 

Everyone loves ice creams. Five 
children in a queue were having dlif- 
ferent ice creams at an ice cream 
stall, There are five servers. Try to 
solve this ‘icy puzzle’ with the clues 
given below. 







* Anjali who was second in line 
ate casatta, but was not served by 
Kamal. 


* Sowmya was served by Sankar. 

* Harish ate Cornetto and Meena 
ate chocobar. 

* Vijay served Kulfi to the first 
person in line while Kamal served 


the fourth person. 

* Meena who was in the 
middle of the queue was served 
by Arjun. 

* Cup ice cream was 
served by Sankar and 
ccasatta was served by Kurup to the 
second person. 

* Rajesh was the first 


cool’ 


= 


among the five to get his ice cream. 

* Cornetto was eaten by the 
fourth person. 

With the help of these hints, try 
to find out the five persons in the 
queue, the ice creams they ate, and 
the names of the servers who served 
them. 

- Srinidhi Sridhar, Std.VINI, 
MGC Vidyalaya Tennur, Trichy 
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A 
WIHIILE 
NTEST-4; 


Requesting all budding authors to write a humourous story or skit 
about an artist. Remember to resirict your story to 350 words and mark 
‘LAUGH A WHILE CONTEST - 4” on the envelope. Rush it to us latest 
by 20.10.05, 






REMEMBER! 
© Strictly for school going children. 
© Give your name, school and residential address. 
© A declaration that the story / skit is your original creation. 


© The prize winning entry will appear in the December 2005 issue of 
Gokulam, 


‘© Mention “Laugh a While Contest - 4” on the envelope, 
© Editor's decision is final 


Send in you entries 





Gokulam, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal. Chennai - 600 032. 
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Today, riding a bus, I saw a very beautiful woman 

‘And wished I were as beautiful when 
Suddenly she hobbled down the aisle, 
She had one leg but she paused to smile. 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine, 
Thave two legs; the world is mine. 





A charming lad sold me some candy, 
And as I left, he said to me, 

“thank you, you've been so kind. 
You see,” he said, "I'm blind.” 

Oh, God, forgive me when I whine, 
Thave two eyes; the world is mine. 







Later I saw a child watch the others play, 
But he did not know what to say. 
I said, "Why don’t you join them dea?" 
He looked wordlessly, I forgot, he couldn't 
ear, 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine, 
Thave two ears; the world is mine. 


With feet to take me where I'd go, 

With eyes to see the sunset’s glow, 

With ears to hear what I should know, 

Oh, God, forgive me when I whine, 

Tve been blessed indeed, the world is mine, 
~ Aparna Vaidyanathan, Std.X, 

Ryan International School, No 








Tha forest, behind the leaves, 
Behind the rocks, boulders 
and trees, 
By the rivers and plants and 
heather, 
Do you think you hear a slither? 


By the ferns and flowers and all, 
‘The bushes and the hill so tall, 

By the brook that goes rippling by, 
Is there a person on the sly? 


On the forest floor so vast, 
Something goes slithering past, 
In a forest's hustle and bustle, 
Do you hear a mysterious rustle’ 


Of all interesting things itis, 
A silent, slithering snake's hiss 


\ 


No one bothers about this creature, 
But I love each mysterious feature. 


A snake’s hiss and slither and 
scales, 

Have been used in many tales, 

Every move this creature makes, 

Is seen by a person wide-awake. 


And that is me, a curious child, 
Who loves everything about 
the wild 
A silent, slithering snake's hiss, 
While being careful ! wouldn't 
want to miss 


+ Priyanka Kumar, Std, IX, 
Ashok Hall Girls’ Higher 
Secondary School, Kolkata 





nce upon a time in a village 
lived a poor peasant who 
worked for the king. 

‘One day when he was passing by 
a solitary tree, the peasant heard a 
voice say “would you care to accept 
jars of gold coins?” 

AL this the peasant stopped im- 
mediately and looked around but 
Saw no one. It was the tree that 
spoke. The tree repeated the offer. 
The peasant’s curiosity was aroused. 

He replied “when merciful provi- 
dence takes pity on a poor man like 
me, who am I to refuse such a great 
offer? Where are the jars?” 

“Go home you will find them 
there”, said the tree. 


‘The peasant hurried home 
and was elated to find the 
promised jars already there. He 
Opened seven jars and found 
them all filled to the brim with shin- 
ing gold coins. But the eighth one, 
‘was half empty. This too, he thought, 
should be as full as the others. So he 
sold some of his belongings and con- 
verted the amount he got into gold 
coins which he then piled into this 
jar. Still the vessel remained partially 
empty and this distressed him. 

From then onwards he was con- 
sumed by a single passion. How to 
make enough money to fill his eighth 
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jar with gold. He began to econo- 
mize on his food, clothing, infact 
everything in order to save money. 
His savings went into the jar as gold 
coins, yet the greedy jar remained 
partly empty. 


The peasant then begged the 
king to raise his pay. He pleeded, "L 
do not make enough to keep my fam- 
ily in decent comfort.” 

The king obliged. But this in- 
crease in pay too did not fill up the 
partially empty jar! The peasant 
begged and borrowed and converted 
everything into gold coins but to no 
avail. 





Ohne day the king noticing his 
sad plight said, “What has happened 
to you? When you were receiving 
only half of what you earn to- 
day, you were happy and cen- 
tented. Now in spite of your 
increased income you go 
about in rags. Have you 
by any chance, become ™! 
the owner of the haunted 
Jars of gold coins?” 


Atthis the peasant fell at his feet 








and begged the king not to listen to 
evil tongues that might have infor- 
‘med his majesty about the matter, 

“L have listened to no one” said 
the king, “But from times immemo- 
rial whoever has accepted the offer 
of the haunted tree has become like 
you. Go and get rid of your cursed 
vessels.” 


Brought to his senses by this ad- 





vice the peasant at once rushed to 
the haunted tree and cried, “take 
back your jars of gold coins. I have 
had enough of them.” 

‘When he returned home the eight 
jars had vanished taking with them 
all his painfully collected savings. 

Nevertheless the peasant felt 
greatly relieved and thereafter lived 
happily. 

-N, Ramprasath, Std.X, BEL 
High School, Bangalore 
byl 
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@ R. Nagarathinam, Coim- 
batore 
? What are antibiotics? 























! Antibiotics are drugs which kill 
harmful bacteria. They are obtained 
from bacteria and fungi. They act on 
microorganisms in: three ways. 1 
‘They prevent the formation of cell 
walls of bacteria. 2. They prevent 
the growth and multiplication of 
the cell wall. 3. They disrupt the 
production of proteins and 
nucleic acids which are essential for 
the growth of the cells of bacteria. 
Thus they cure diseases caused by 
bacteria, 

‘There are different types of anti- 
biotics. Each one is selective in its 
action. This means that a given anti- 
biotic drug works only on certain 
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types of harmful bacteria and leaves 
the “good bacteria in our body un- 
touched. They do not normally dam- 
age the cells of our body. They are 
not effective against viruses and 
protozoas. Many antibiotics can 
have side effects ranging from ind - 
gestion to deafness. Never take ar~ 
tibiotics without consulting a doctor. 
Penicillin, ampicillin, ci-profloxacin 
and cloxacillin are some of the anti- 
biotics used nowadays. 

@ Reena Shah, New Delhi 

? Lam 16 years old. I have been 
suffering from asthma for the past 
six years. I am allergic to dust. 1 





have been taking a 
number of medicines 
but to no avail. Please advise. 

! Nowadays drugs are given less 
importance in the treatment of bron- 
chial asthma. Allergy control, diet 
management and breathing exercises 
take precedence. You can learn these 
modalities from allergy prevention 
clinics, 





© G.Rajam, Nagarkoil 
? Which shampoo is the best for 
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likely to differ with the type of hair, 
‘occupation, seasons etc. In summer, 
perspiration can attract more dirt and 
dust to hair. Greasy hair attracts dirt 
faster than dry hair and so needs 
‘more frequent washing. School chi 
dren who run and play and make 
their hair sweaty and smelly need 
frequent shampooing. 

@ Ajay Sharma, Goa 

2 I suffer from frequent attacks 

of sore throat and tonsillitis. I like 


YA cold drinks and ice creams. Do 


they cause throat problems? 
! Your throat should be examined 


SB SS by an ENT surgeon at the time of 


our hair? How often should we use 
shampoo? 

! A good shampoo cleans effec- 
tively, rinses out easily and does not 
imitate the eyes or scalp. You should 
select a shampoo that is specially 
formulated for your type of hair ie., 
normal hair, dry hair or oily hair. A 
shampoo that lathers well or has an 
exotic perfume need 
not be @ superior 
cleanser. Sham- 
poo is to be used 
‘when hair has lost 
its natural lustre 
or just feels dirty. 
The frequency is 










attack to confirm whether it is really 
tonsillitis. Sometimes vitamin defi- 
ciency may cause frequent throat 
problems. In a tonsillitis attack, fe 
ver is present and the tonsils appear 
inflamed. Taking antibiotics 
promptly will cure initial stages of 
attack. If the attacks are frequent, 
then the tonsils should be removed 
surgically. Cold drinks 
and ice cream indus 
the growth of bac- 
teria which cause 
tonsillitis. It is bet- 
ter to avoid them to 
prevent recurrent at- 
tacks of sore throat 
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n George Washington's days, 

there were no cameras. One’s 
image was either sculpted or 
painted. Sometimes George 
Washington's paint- 
ings showed him be- 
hind the desk with 
‘one arm behind his 
back while others 
showed both legs 
and arms. Prices 
charged by the paint- 
ers were not based on 





how many people were to be 
painted, but how many ‘limbs’ 
were to be painted. Arms and legs 
are ‘limbs’, therefore painting 
them would cost the buyer more 
Hence the expression, “Okay, but 
it will cost you an arm anda leg!” 
- M. Yasaswini, 

Std.VII, PSBBSS School, 
Chennai 





There are many secret games 
hidden in the marauder’s map of 
www.harrypotter.com. These are 

















the locations 
of the 

portkey 

which takes one to the games. 
Have fun, playing 
Potter games! 

At Hogwarts, 
near the ‘Defence 
against Arts’ pitis 
hidden a game. 
Near ‘Divination’ 
in the marauder’s 
map to the left of 
Hogwarts and off 
the grounds, there 


is a symbol, ‘Womping Willow’ 
in the map. Just above the *Sort- 
ing Hat’ there is a wedge in the 
castle grounds. 
www.harrypotter.warnerbros.com 
- Deepak Rajendran, 
Std.X, Jawahar Vidyalaya, 
Chennai. 
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uring their childhood the 

Pandavas and the Kauravas 
were sent to Dronacharya’s ashram 
for formal education. 







One day Drona 
asked the students to 
study what they had 
been taught the previ- 
ous day as he was leav- 
ing for the neighbouring 
state that day. The next 
day he decided to ques- 
tion them, 

All the princes except 
Yudishtira answered with 
zeal. Drona who noticed 
this asked Yudishtira if he 
had studied or not, No re: 
ply came. So Drona asked 
the others if Yudishtira had 
studied or not, They replied 
that the Pandava prince was 
the one who had seriously 
studied, 

He then asked, “O Pan- 
dava pnnce! Tell me how 
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much have you studied.” 
Yudishtira answered, 
have studied half a line.” 
Dronacharya was 
outraged, “Half a line ~2 
in one whole day!" 





juru, 1 


He continued angrily.“Which halfa He got the answer “Do not get 
line?” angry.” 
The prince replied. “Do not ever 


lie. 


ns At this reply from 
Pat came the next question xq —_Yudishtra, Drona's an- 
“The other half?” Ln 





ger vanished. 
prince! You said you 

cae = have studied only 
half a line. But it seems 
to me that you have 
¢ ors learnt the other half too 
as you did not get angry or 

imitated when I shouted at you.” 
Yudishtra then replied. “O 
Guru, though I did not 
show my anger, I did 
feel irritated when you 
scolded me, There- 
fore the second 
half is yet to be 
grasped by me.” 
















On hearing this re- 
ply Drona’s eyes 
moistened with 
tears. Tears of joy 
of a teacher who 
realized that a 
disciple had ex- 
celled him, He 
said, “You have 
indeed mastered 

half a line! 
~ R.Ashwin, 
Std.X, 









hwaja Muinuddin Chisti was 
bor in a well respected family, 
in Scistan in East Persia. His parents 
died when Khwaja Sahib was just six 





teen years old. He had to earn his liveli 
hood from the orchard he had inherited. 

His search fora Pir (Spiritual Guide) 
brought him to the feet of Hazrat 
Khwaja Usman Harooni who was the 
greatest scholar of that period. He served 
him devotedly for years. 






Ay OPNIG 
Sayre AMUNG 
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Ashe great Khwaja Sahib became 
-omplished in every respect. the di 
Vine tutor honoured him with the robe 
and took him to Mecca and performed 
the Haj. Thereon they went to Medina 
and stayed there for some time, ti 
ceive blessings from the Prophet 
Holy Prophet Muhammad asked him 









to go to India and show the people the 
Path of Truth. He reached Ajmer in In 
dia and settled down on a hill close to 
Ana Sagar lake later known as the 
Chillan Khwaja Sahib. Soon word 
spread about the divine powers oft 
Khwaja and people ofall faiths came to 
him, He treated them with kindness and 
compassion. Inspired by his simple yet 








divine teachings many people including 
Rajput King Pritviraj Ch: 
his disciples. Khwaja Muinuddin con 
centrated on spreading the ethical and 
spiritual values of Islam. 








an became 











In the famous battle of Ta 1192 
A.D. Shahabuddin Ghori defeated 
Prihviraj Chauhan. However the victo- 
rious Shahabuddin Ghori on hearing of 
of Khwaja Sahib at Ajmer. personally 
Visited him and sought his grace, 





The tiberal Chishtia order of Suris 
in India was founded by Khwaja Sahib 
who preached the Qur’anic philosophy 
of unity of religions, He inspired mil 
lions to be his followers, and served the 








masses of the Indian sub-conti- charity is the key to enrichment of the 





nent soul. 
Khwaja Sahibcontinued his 3. The true friend of Allah is one who 
noble mission, showing the has these three qualities: 
Path of Truth to the people. a. A friend of God must have affe 








tion like the sun, When the sun ris 
Some sacred sayings of is beneficial to all, All persons derive 
Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti: heat and light from it irrespective of 
1. Ofall the worship that whether they are Muslim, Christian, 
pleases Almighty Allah, the Hindu or Sikh 
most is the granting of re- _b, A friend of God must be gene 
lief to the humble and the ous ikea lake ora river. We all get water 
Bee from the river or lake to quench our 
2. Performance of thirst. No discrimination is made 
whether we are good or bad or whether 
We are a relation or a stranger. 
¢. A friend of God is one who has 
the quality of hospitality like the earth. 
We are raised and cradled in its lap; even 
so itis always spread below our feet. 








having fulfilled his mission com- 
plying withthe command given to him 
by the Holy Prophet, his noble soul left 
the mortal body at the age of 97.His 
tomb was built at the very place in 
Ajmer , from where he had blessed 
countless devotees throughout his stay 
in India. Today his tomb popularly 
known as The Dargah Sharif (holy 
tomb) is visited by people of all walks 
of life and all faiths, from all over the 
world Flowers of devotion (chaddars) 
are offered by all, irespective of man- 
made barriers of caste, creed, religion 
and race. The rich and the poor stand 
side by side to pay homage and respect 
to this divine soul 











Rajshree Vasudevan, 
Chennai 
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(1 Love all articles in Gokulam 


especially Snippets and Sports Talk. 
I gain a lot of knowledge. I would 
be delighted if you could publish 
“Dubai Special’. 

- V. Pooja, Dubai 


(=i Please give hot news about HP 

world and restart the Child Achiev- 

ers column. You could also start a 

new column - “Improve your Math- 
matics” Awaiting the next issue. 

- Kaustubha S. Gour, 

Gulbarga 


(=I Gokulam is a super tonic 
for children. Apart from giving 
us interesting stories and infor- 
mation it encourages us to 
participate in various con- 
tests and write articles. That 
is why it is our favourite 
magazine 

- Kunal Bharucha, Mumbai 


(21 Gokulam posters are fantas- 
tic. We can even frame them. The 
mythology stories and puzzles are 
wonderful. Please make Gokulam a 
fortnightly. 

- E, Santosh Vamsi, Vizag 


G1 When I read Gokulam, I'm to- 
tally engrossed in it. Even if there 
were to be a bomb blast nearby I 
would be unaware of it. Awaiting 
Mysore Special 

- Anup Bharadwaj, Mysore 














y interesting. Please review 
books by Indian authors too. Look- 
ing forward to Chapter 5 of the Case 
of the Missing Children. 

~Kanchan, 
Ghaziabad 





We, Gokulam readers, have 

many common hobbies like stamp 

collection, numismatics etc. We 

hope you will start a new column for 

hobbies. 

- George Joseph, 
Ahmedabad 
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You Must 
RELAX! 








THE TEA WAS GOOD, 
f[ WE ARE GONG TO 
MISS THE FLIGHT. 








MIRACLE! 
THe Borer belch 
TRAIN. WE bse ti 
oADE IT hae 
pee ABALANCE 
‘16 BEWEEN 
TECHNOLOGY 


JEYARA. 











The tea ceremony in Japan is very traditional. The host wears a kimo- 
no. The guests wait at a garden shelter until summoned. They then wash 
their hands and mouth at a small stone basin of water outside the tea house, 
remove their shoes and then enter the ‘tokonoma’ where they admire scrolls 
and other decorations. Tea houses are usually small and covered by 
strawmats. Guests may be served 'Kaiseki' (a simple meal) and sake (rice 
wine). Later each utensil for making tea is cleaned in the presence of the 
guest and precise amounts of ingredients are used to prepare tea. 
Conversation is kept to a minimum. Guests relax and enjoy the sights, sounds 
(of water and fire) and smell (of incense and tea). 

The chief guest usually turns the bow! and takes a few sips before wiping 
the rim and passing it on to the next quest who does the same. The ceremony 
lasts several hours. 

The Japanese Bullet Trains or Shinkansens are the fastest trains in the 
world. Plying between important cities they run at speeds exceeding 
250-300 kmph. Even in 1964 when the service commenced their speed 


was 210 kmph. 














Te: world is tech savvy but 
ignorant about simple social 
values like truth and non violence. 
‘These values taught by Gandhiji are 
more relevant today when there is 
death and destruction all over the 
world. While violence begets vio- 
ence, the Mahatma’s path led us to 
peace and freedom. It was he who 
‘gave us the wings of freedom to ex- 
press ourselves even against Gan- 

dhian principles! 
+ Arvind Vasudevan, Std.VIII, 
PSBB, Chennai 


I strongly fee! that 
Gandhiji is no longer 
relevant in today’s 


GANDHIAN 


his ideas, violence is 
the order of the day. 
Some of the surviving 
freedom fighters feel 
that Gandhiji was not the 
person who drove away the British 
but people like Bhagat Singh, Bose 
and Azad who were extremists. It 
‘was the British who gave Gandhiji 
the credit, just to uphold the dignity 
of their country. Non-violence and 
his other ideals are good but were 
not and are not relevant any more. 
-M. Sneha, Std.IX, St. Anne's 
Girls High School, Bangalore 


Gandhiji, the greatest revolu- 
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an 


onary the world has seen, dreamt 
of India without poverty, illiteracy, 
corruption etc. He said, “Politics 
without principles; wealth without 
‘work and education without charac- 
ter are social sins.” He practised 
what he preached. If he could oust 
the British from our soil by aiher- 
ing to these values, it should be pos- 
sible to change the face of the world 
too by removing terrorism anc oth- 
er evils. What is lacking is the will 
power to adhere to his principles. 
+ PSaideepak, Std. VIII, 
Sainik School, Korukonda. 








Thaia might have got indepen- 


ON 


dence because of Gandhijt's tinsless 
efforts but in today's context, | feel 
the Mahatma is no longer relevant, 
Violence and terrorism have become 
worldwide phenomena. Bomb 
blasts, murders, kidnappings, com- 
‘munal riots etc. are rampant in India 
and elsewhere. These activ ties 
should be nipped in the bud. The 
governments must take strong mea- 
sures and deal with them with a firm 
hand. Gandhiji’s principle of non 


violence will not work today. pledge on Gandhi Jayanthi that we 

= M. Deepika Priyadarshini, will change this attitude. 
Std.XII, Tagore International ~ V. Maanasa, Primary 3, 
School, New Delhi Geyland Methodist Primary 


School, Singapore 
Gandhiji is indeed a Mahatma 


Who practised the dharmic values On October 2nd the 

















of truth and . nation will cele- 
non vio- He es brate another Gan- 
lence. oF |, dhi Jayanthi, Our 
When the les leaders will pay 
need of EXPRESS | lip service to 
the hour the Mahatma 


was to unite 
the people of In- 


Although Gandhiji 
came from a rich fami- 
ly he preached and 

practised ‘simple living’ 

and ‘high thinking’ 
Present day leaders 
are power hungry 
and amass wealth, 
So much so, Gan- 
dhiji seems to be 
forgotten all through the year. Even 
his statues are uncared for and un- 
dia for the cause of independence, —kempt except on his birthday. As for 

Gandhiji showed us the path. These following his values, less said the 

values do not change with time and better. 








are relevant even today. ‘Gun for - Lalitha Swaminathan, 
Gun" seems to be the slogan, be it $td.IX, National High School of 
Kashmir or Iraq. Friends, let us Girls, Kolkatta, 








QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 


The central Government has asked the stats to decide whether to scrap the Std. X 
Boards. Should there be a pubic exam atthe end of Std X? 

Send us your views by 10.10.2005. Each published entry wil receive a prize of 
s.25/-. Remember to include details of your ape class, school and residential address. 
Those of you wh are non-residents of Inia should send usa local indian) address too. 


SEE 75 














Date 
cation last year, we 
‘went to various places in 
Madhya Pradesh. Some of them were Bhopal, 
Gwalior, Panchmarhi, Jabalpur. 
But the place I really enjoyed was 
Jabalpur, We stayed there only for 2-3 hours, 
‘but still I found Jabalpur an enchanting place 






to visit 
Do you know that 
Jabalpur is famous for 


wearin NY UAW 


His nas hess 
marble rocks andin  }p\) if 
between them flows a) 
a 
Narmada. We went 
 ianey 
A marble rock looked as if it was: 
wrapped, in golden foil due to the 
svat aon al a 
Borer oie t siete 
Saas acai 
it wasn’t carved, it was a natural for. 


76 COS 





mation! On a small marble 
rock there was a small 
shivalingam’, On another 
marble rock, there was a 
tree which looked as though 
it was dancing. 


Th another spot, there 
was a waterfall - Dhuandar 
falls - in which we couldn't 
bathe due to its great fo 
Water gushes down with 

















wards the fence for the pub- 
lic to wash their feet 
Rani D 


gavati Museum, 
such great force that in Jabalpur has 









it creates a lot of _ lection of artifacts 


dhuan’ tos related to Mahatma 
The word dhuan Gandhi 
in Hindi means ‘wa: Madan Maal, a Gond 


ter mist’, That's why fortress located on a rocky 
itsname is Dhuandar hill provides a panoramic 
Falls. Surrounding _ view of the city 

the falls, there is a 

Near Jabalpur is the 
I 


fence, A little water 


is channelised to. a wildlife sanetuar 










is famous for Project 
T hope all of you would 
visit Jabalpur, the Marble 
city and Kanha and enjoy 
them as much as I did! 

-Ra 
Std.V1 
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hree years back, in the month 

of May, my father announced 
that we would have to shift from 
Tuticorin to Bangalore. I was wor 
ried that I would have to learn a new 
language ‘Kannada’ 

However, my father said that 1 
should be enthusiastic about learn 
ing anew language. We finally came 
to Bangalore and I was admitted in 
an English medium school (How- 
ever one subject was Kannada). 

On my first day, 1 
informed my class 
teacher about the 
problem. She, then, 
took me to the Kannada teacher, 
Jesantha Mary. Being a kind teacher, 
she said that she would help me un- 














Lovable Teachers 


Ail the first exam, by which time I 
had to pick up. She coached me 
painstakingly. What a worder! 

From the first test till today, I have 

scored the highest marks in 

Kannada. Teachers appreciate sven 

my Kannada handwriting, Now, I 

have changed my school. Stll, I 

have great respect for this selfless 

teacher, who taught me with so much 
of care, 

-M. Sneha, Std.1X, 

St. Anne's Girls’ High School, 

Bangalore 


As 1 look down memory lane, I 
realise that the teacher who in- 
spired me the most is my second 
grade class teacher. 

1 still remember those days 
when I used to ery everyday at 
school as my father worked 
abroad, Hence all my class- 
mates used to mock at me 
and call me a ‘ery baby’ and 
also did not socialise with 

me, which added to my 
frustration. During 
such a trying time, 
Gowri Ma'am was 
the one who con- 

Pf soled me and en- 
couraged me to 

take part in the 


school culturals (competitions) 
‘Consequently, I took part in the ora- 
torical contest and surprisingly won 
the first place which helped our 
class win the overall cup. My class- 
mates, who had till then ridiculed 
me gave me a hero's welcome af- 
ter the school celebrations con- 
cluded. 

This incident was the one that 
changed my life, as it helped me 
win friends. All this happened be- 
cause of Gowri Ma’am who tapped 
my potential by encouraging me and 
giving me an opportunity. Today, 
though I have shifted many schools 
and been under many teachers, 
Gowri Ma‘am will always be 
etched in my memory as a lovable 





teacher. 
- V. Divya, Std.XI, PS. Senior 
Secondary School, Chennai 


CALLING FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


We invite contributions to 
the Lovable Teachers, Salient 
Saints, and Netbits columns 
Parents can participate too 
Please send in your 
contributions to the Editor, 
Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 
032. See page 18 for more 
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BUTTERFLY! BUTTERFLY! 


Sioy_ Stira Ravivarman Pe Sekar 


CPMSO mY y o4 a 


hints Mom 








ny 


€& loved GEM! “1 want to rear a he told his 


». “Impossible”, said & @ asked €& why he 
was so sad. €& told GY about his tove for BEY. 


“ €. I can’t help you in this matter but why don't you 


ask my friend &>> 2” said € rushed to € 5° and 
told €&5 about his wish. “I can’t help you. Meet my friend 
ye ” said & > & was busy collecting nectar at a park. 

€ told QY about his problem YF had no solution 


either, € reached home sad and weary. Just then, he bad 


an Uf. 101 were to grow many BY a OR Gy 


would throng to them for nectar!’ said € to himself. 


€. wish would be fulfilled. 
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FRM Pegs 


Geetha and Raja had come 
down for their holidays. Sunil 
asked his father to take them all to 
the circus. Dad readily 
agreed, 

“We can't take a small 
baby in the crowded bus. 
Let's hire an auto” suggested 
Sunil’s mom. 

“Why waste money 
on an auto? We'll 
‘adjust’ a little bit 
and travel on the 
scooter,” said his 
father. 

While Sunil and Raja 
stood in front, Geetha sat 
behind Sunil’s dad and his mom, 
with a baby on her lap, sat behind 
Geetha! 

Since the vehicle was 
overloaded, dad drove slowly. He 
screamed a warning when they 
were approaching a speed breaker. 

When they were nearing the 
main road, the traffic policeman 
stopped them and asked, “Where 
are you going?" 


October 2005 














“To the circus” said Sunil's 
father. 

“Whatever for? You seem to be 
a part of the circus on the road! 
‘Two wheelers are not built to carry 
this kind of load. Not only are you 
risking your lives, you are a hi 
ard to others too, We shouldn't 
go looking for accidents!” ad- 
vised the policeman, Sunil’s dad 


understood. 
oO 
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TRY SOLVING 123+456+13-48+534=? , ‘s 
6288+24-13X17=? 

Your 8 year old child can do A/ALOHA 

this calculation in 30 seconds For age 6 to 14 


| Great skills for small kids 


, 2) 
‘Abacus & Mental Arithmetic Program @*ALOHA’ 
for Kids between 4 - 6 years TINYTOTS 
{ For age 4-6 
The right early arts program at the very beginning of a child's life 


‘To develop imaginations, creativity and ebservation of the child 
Fo create an interest in ert for young children 
‘To enable the child to self express throwh ort 
Hands-on activities to stimulate many thoughts. Tdeas ond feelings 





























© Learn to calculate 10 times faster. 

© Solve problems 10-15 times foster. 

© Saves time during Exominetion. 

© Single step onswer in multiplication. 
silly 





check oll textbook problems. 
© No borrowing in subtraction. 

© No excess carry over in addition. 

© No trial ond error method in square root. 
© Moltiple digit divisor con be solved by single digit. 


intal Arithmetic National Competition on Oct 8, 2005 
invention Centre, Chennai Trade Centre Complex 
Nandambakkam, Chennai 
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